#GivingTuesdayNow is a new global day of giving and unity that will take
place on May 5, 2020 — in addition to the regularly scheduled Dec 1,
2020 #GivingTuesday — as an emergency response to the
unprecedented need caused by COVID-19.
The Massachusetts Medical Society and Alliance Charitable Foundation is
participating in #GivingTuesdayNow. If you are able, please consider
making a contribution. Your gift would really help us as we navigate
COVID-19 and this economic uncertainty.
Grants were recently awarded to the following organizations, many of
which have shifted their operations to support their communities during
this pandemic.

May 1, 2020
Fiscal Year 2020 Grants:
Amherst Survival Center, North Amherst — $15,000
During this pandemic the free medical clinic operations are temporarily suspended and patients are referred to the
community health center. The Health Needs Fund continues to cover the cost of rides to appointments as needed. Food
and nutrition programs are continuing and have expanded to meet the increased demand. Hot lunches as well as bags of
produce and bread are available daily at the tent in the parking lot. Demand for lunch has increased more than 50%
since before the crisis. Bagged lunches now include snacks and an additional to-go sandwich, wrap, or salad for
homeless participants to take for dinner. The Food Panty has seen a 4x increase in new families registering and the
monthly grocery allocations for families with school-age children have increased. The number of senior receiving food
delivery has doubled, and plans are in place to expand to two more towns.
Boston Health Care for the Homeless Program (BHCHP) — $25,000
Given the current public health crisis and the need for an urgent response, BHCHP has transformed a significant amount
of practice to mobilize this response and launch several new services to protect the health of people experiencing
homelessness. BHCHP and its health care teams are mobilizing to be on the frontlines in confronting the COVID-19
pandemic in Boston and its impact on those who lack the safe home in which to isolate themselves and follow guidance
for social distancing.
Father Bill’s & MainSpring, Brockton and Quincy — $15,000
The MainSpring Outreach Project utilizes a Triage Outreach Worker to connect men and women living outdoors in
Brockton to health care and wraparound services, improving health outcomes, and helping this vulnerable population
exit homelessness. A portion of these funds will be reallocated to cover costs related to the additional staff and supplies
needed to deal with the current public health crisis. This includes staffing new temporary shelter sites, providing meals
that typically are donated by the community, and purchasing essentials like hand soap, sanitizer, cleaning, and hygiene
products.
Family Health Center of Worcester — $24,500
Through a new Community Recovery Outreach Worker (CROW) service, homeless individuals will have increased access
to substance use disorder (SUD) treatment services. The CROW connects patients-in-need to appropriate services and
provides ongoing peer support. A portion of these funds will be reallocated to purchase personal protective equipment
to allow for the CROW to be protected while performing their work to increase SUD services for low-income, culturally
diverse residents in Worcester and South Worcester County.

Interfaith Social Services, Quincy — $10,000
The New Directions Counselling Center addresses the mental health needs of impoverished people without health
insurance or with inadequate coverage. As a result of the current pandemic, mental health counseling has temporarily
transitioned to a telemedicine model. Some clients have chosen to wait until after the crisis ends before continuing
treatment. However, this has been balanced by an increase in clients reaching out for therapy to cope with the severe
anxiety and emotional trauma brought on by the crisis.
MetroWest Free Medical Program (MWFMP), Sudbury and Framingham — $15,000
MWFMP serves as an entry point to the health care system for those in MetroWest who are uninsured/insufficiently
insured by providing general medical and specialty care to meet immediate health care needs; connecting patients with
social services, health insurance, and a medical home; and advocating for policies that assure good health for all people.
This care is provided by a dedicated team of more than 250 volunteers including highly skilled physicians, nurses, social
workers, and health educators While in-person services are currently suspended, a portion of these funds will be used to
provide telehealth services in light of the current pandemic.
South Middlesex Opportunity Council, Framingham — $15,000
The Food Security & Nutrition Education Program educates MetroWest-area families living in SMOC's congregate
housing for the homeless in nutrition, meal planning, and food preparation, while partnering with other regional antihunger organizations. A portion of these funds will be allocated to the agency’s COVID-19-related emergency response
needs, including distribution of emergency food and household items.
The Open Door, Gloucester — $10,000
Given this unprecedented health care crisis, food pantry and meal programs have shifted to a Curbside No Contact
Trunk-Drop Pick-Up model and groceries and/or meals are delivered to the elderly or families who are quarantined or
are unable to venture out. As a designated essential service, we continue to maintain our core services so those most
vulnerable have access to good nutrition. With unemployment increasing, demand for our service continues to increase.
Food rescue operations have ceased, and food costs have increased. Meals are provided seven days a week. The Open
Door is not only providing food to families and individuals through its core programs but it has stepped up to provide
additional grocery service to several other sites.

Other Grants:
Boston Children’s Hospital, Pediatric Dermatology Student-Run Collaborative — $6,653
The project seeks to increase specialist health care access for pediatric patients while equipping future physicians with
the leadership skills to organize health care delivery for diverse, underserved patients. Patients up to 18 years of age
who have limited or no insurance will be eligible for clinic services. The clinic will operate once a month on Tuesday
evenings, 4:30–6:30 p.m. The clinic personnel will consist of four medical students (two first- or second-year students
and two third- or fourth-year students), two dermatology residents, and two pediatric dermatologists.
Children’s Friend, Worcester — $10,000
The Gender Wellness Initiative provides access to mental health services for transgender and gender nonconforming
youth through counseling, support groups and family resources, and training of school personnel, health care providers,
and others.
Our Neighbors’ Table, Amesbury — $10,000
Funding supports year two of a three-year pilot project (Creating Food Access for all Children: Screening and Prescription
to Food Resources) to implement health care practice-based food insecurity screening, readying the program for
replication and scaling.
Worcester Evening Free Medical Service Program — $10,000
The Worcester Free Clinic Coalition (WFCC) is a group of six free medical programs that provides free health care

services to those who are uninsured or underinsured in the greater Worcester area. The Worcester Evening Free
Medical Service Program is piloting a program to improve communication between the six free medical programs and
community partners and improve data collection efforts by implementing an electronic medical record. The pilot will be
implemented at two additional sites. Currently, the WFCC uses paper records, which creates difficulty in coordinating
patient care effectively between the free medical programs and community partners, often resulting in repetition of
medical testing. In addition, the use of an electronic medical record and its reporting functions will allow for quick
exports of data to demonstrate the scope and value of services to potential sources of future funding.

Please support our efforts to serve communities in need and donate today.

