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Who we are

What we do

 Policy   

 Advocacy

 Communications





 Newly insured

 At MD for first physical      in 
5 years 

 55 years old, married, 
smokes, overweight,       little 
exercise

 Asthmatic, pre-diabetic

 Stopped taking medications 
in past due to cost

Meet Fran Edwards:



 Income - Poor, family of 5 

 Barriers to Fitness – Rising   
crime, few parks, no nearby 
supermarket

 Under stress - Son with 
behavioral health concerns, 
worried about money

 Sub-par Housing – Mold and 
ventilation problems

Insurance and Quality Care Help…
But they Aren’t Enough



Our Emphasis 

 Focus on both health 
care and the social 
determinants of 
health - SDOH

 Attend to those 
issues at both the 
patient-specific and 
total populations 
levels



Examples of Information and 

Technology & the SDOH 



Example #1
Identify Evidence-Based 

Approaches - ROI



Use both health outcome and clinical 

data to make the case



Provide all tobacco cessation meds 
without cost – MA Medicaid study



To Address Asthma:
Healthy Home Risk Reduction – MA research

• Home visit by CHWs to

 Provide additional education/ encouragement

 Assess risk factors in the home

 Assist in removing risk factors 



Go Beyond the MD Office



Example #2 – Utilize EMR  

data in aggregate to 

drive/assess policy change
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Example #3 – Use Data from 

Non-Health Sectors



Example #2 – Use Information from 

EMRs: Decline in patients starting new opioid 

prescriptions
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Starting a New Episode of Opioid Use

Sample: Over 2 million visits from 1.5 million patients to over 2,900 individual providers each quarter.

Source: athenaResearch



County Health Rankings

 Annual Rankings:

snapshots of how health is 

affected by where one lives, 

works, plays

 Shows progress: looking at 

many health outcome 

measures in counties.

 Illustrates impact of efforts 

to address the many factors 

that influence health. 



Community Commons

 Community 
Commons provides 
access to meaningful 
data, easy-to-use 
mapping tools, and 
community health 
needs assessments



Example #4:  Translate federal 

health policy into local reality



How Healthy is Your Congressional 

District?

 Snapshot of 7 preventive 

health measures for each 

Congressional District and 

state  

 Uses data from CDC’s   

Behavioral Risk Factor 

Surveillance System 

(BRFSS).





CDC Investments by State - At Risk



Diving Deep into Key Issues



She Needs Our Help


