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What’s in a Name?  

 Single payer



A Road Map:

1. What’s Your Problem?

2. Single Payer

what’s it look like?

Why it works

3. Underlying questions

inequality!

social values!



I. What’s Your Problem?

 1. Costs



Costs in Context
(Or why single payer never goes away)

 The US in context



I. What’s Your problem?
The unisured

 2. Access to Care 



What’s your problem:
The underinsured



What’s Your Problem?
3. Outcomes

 3. Outcomes



Life Expectancy at Birth
(CIA, 2014)

 Japan 84.46 rank: 3

 Singapore 84.38 4

 Switzerland 82.39 8

 Australia 82.07 10

 Italy 82.03                           11

 Canada 81.67 14

 France 81.66 15

 Germany 80.44 28

 USA 79.56 42



What’s Your Problem?

 1. Costs (required)

 2. Access to care

 3. Outcomes

 4. Quality of  Care

 5. Pick your own

 \



II. MEDICARE FOR ALL 

 Bernie Sanders: 
 Comprehensive, Universal benefits.  

 No copayments

 Total costs: $1.38 trillion

 Financing

 Family premium: 2.2% of  income

 6.2% payroll / employers

 Income tax increases:                     37% on 250k – 500k

up to 52% on $10 million

 But No More

 Tax expenditure ($290 billion)

 Out of  pocket costs  (460 billion)

 Employer health insurance premiums (est 14k per employee)



WHY IT WORKS

 COSTS: 
 ADMINISTRATIVE 

LEVIATHAN

 MONOPSONY BUYER

 COVERAGE
 EVERYONE IN



Medicare for All
A RADICAL CHANGE?

GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS: 44%  [++]

PRIVATE INSURANCE:   36%

OUT OF POCKET:   14%
(And growing fastest)



III. The underlying 
questions

 Inequality

 What kind of  society?

 A new generation rising?



Inequality (1970)

(Ginni Coefficient)

United Kingdom 24.3

Denmark 31

Germany 31.3

Canada 31.6

Sweden 31.6

Japan 34.1

United States 35.8

France 36.2

Brazil 56 

Mexico 58.3



Economic Inequality 

(latest, CIA)
(1970) (2005-11)           Rise/Decline Inequality

Sweden   (31.6) 23 -8.6

Denmark (31) 24.8 -6.2

Germany (31.3) 27 -4.3

Canada    (31.6) 32.1 +.7

France      (36.2) 32.7 -3.5

Japan (34.1} 37.6 +3.5

United States  (35.8) 45 +9.2

Mexico (58.3) 48.3 -10

Brazil (56)  51.9 -4.1

Lesotho 63.1



Inequalty

Life Expectancy by Zip Code – Injustice? 

• Injustice???



What Kind of  Society?

Health Care Reflects our social values



Millennials:

Different generation, different attitudes



Thank You
James_Morone@brown.edu



IV. The ACA 

Implementing Medicaid in the States
Parent of Dependent Child – eligibility for Medicaid 

Arkansas 16% FPL $3,768/ family 4)  

Louisiana 24% $5,662

Texas 25% $5,887

New Hampshire 47% $11,0685

Montana 54% $12,717

Michigan 64% 15,072

Arizona, California 106% $24,963

New York 150% $35,325

Massachusetts 133% 31,320

Connecticut 191% $44,980



Lessons From Health Reform
5. Speed!!!   

Obama Clinton

Speech on Health Care     Month 1.3 Month 8 

Plan Before Congress Month 4 Month 12

Passes Both Chambers      Month 11 Never

Finale Month 13 Month 19



Lessons from Health Reform

7. Learn to Lose



Lessons from Health Reform

 Congress: Run the Machine

 Go Public: Symbols

 Go Public: Philosophy

 Health Care systems reflect social values

 Speed!!!

 Hush the economists

 Learn to Lose
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