Massachusetts Medical Society Medical Student Section

Guidelines for Awarding Community Service Project Funding

Deadlines

Completed applications for funding must be submitted at least three weeks in advance of an Medical Student Section Governing Council meeting each semester, (meetings are generally scheduled in September, October and December for the fall semester, and January, February, April and May for the spring semester.)  A vote on grant approval will be conducted at the Medical Student Section Governing Council meeting immediately following the submittal of the application.

Chapters are eligible for two $250 project grants per year:




Spring

Fall

Year Total 

BUSM


$250

$250

$500

HMS


$250

$250

$500

TUSM


$250

$250

$500

UMMS


$250

$250

$500

Each Chapter’s available project grants will be considered and voted on in the order they are received and once a project grant for the semester is granted for a Chapter, no additional projects will be considered for that Chapter until the following semester.

Objectives

· Fund projects that increase MMS and MMS-MSS visibility in the community as a proactive advocate for physicians and their patients.

· Fund projects that help provide opportunities for ongoing involvement in and discussion of topics that are important to medical students.

Funding Categories

1. Community and Social Service: projects that aim to address an identified public or social need in underserved populations (e.g. an effort to create a health clinic in a homeless shelter).  

2. Health Policy Activism and Education: projects that aim to educate medical students or the broader public about a major health care policy issue (e.g. an educational seminar series on medical professional liability reform).

3. Mentorship Activities: projects that aim to bring together medical students with experienced physicians in particular fields (e.g. a pediatrics mentorship program).
Required Information

Completed grant application, including description of program, description of how the program will promote MMS and Medical Student Section visibility, relevant MMS policy (if applicable) and complete budget information.  Grant applications must be received by at least three weeks in advance of a Governing Council meeting for consideration by the Governing Council.  

Students will be notified of applications that are incomplete.  All incomplete applications must be completed within one week of notification of missing information or will not be considered.

Evaluation
The MSS Governing Council will review all projects and make a determination based on the information provided in the application.  All projects will be reviewed by Massachusetts Medical Society legal staff prior to their acceptance.

Please keep in mind that schools are limited to two grants per calendar year and funding is not guaranteed.  We encourage you to coordinate application efforts with others in your chapter and to notify your Chapter Chairperson prior to completing an application.
Community Service Project Grant Application

Semester being applied for:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Fall
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Spring

Date of application:

Medical School:
     
Grant Applicant:
     
Mailing address:
     
City:


     
State:


     
Zip:


     
Phone Number:
     
E-mail:


     
1. Title of Project:
     
2. Project category:
     
3. Date to be completed:
     
4. List specific project goals and describe how the project is structured to meet those goals:

     
5. How many people will be participating in/benefiting from this project?  (Please be specific and break out student volunteers, coordinators, activity participants, and others that might be affected by the program.)
     
6. How will this project increase the visibility of the MMS and your chapter?

     
7. How and to whom will you be publicizing the project?

     
8. What are the anticipated costs for this project, and how were they determined?  Provide as much budget detail as possible and list all funding sources/collaborators, if applicable.

     
9. What plans are in place to provide a report of the project?

     
10. Are you able to attend an MMS Medical Student Governing Council Meeting to present your project to your colleagues?

     
11. How will you determine the success of this project?
     
12. Who or what organization should the check be made payable to and what is the mailing address for where it should be mailed?  To who’s attention should it be mailed?

     
RETURN TO: Colleen Hennessey • Academic Services Coordinator • Membership Department

Massachusetts Medical Society • 860 Winter Street • Waltham, MA  02451

chennessey@mms.org • phone 781-434-7315 • fax 781-893-2105
